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Hon.  W.  JVl,  McFarland 

AT  THE 


FORMAL  OPENING 


OF  THE 

lOWR  BUILDING 


May  1,  1893. 


OFEIbriKTO-  ^I33DK,ESS. 


Ill  I’esponse  to  a brief  address  by  President 
Crosby,  wlio  in  behalf  of  tlic  Iowa  Coimnissionei's, 
presented  tlie  Iowa  Euilding  to  Secretary  Mc- 
Farland, to  be  formally  ojicned  to  the  public, 
j\Ir.  IMcFarland  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  1’resident,  Members  of  the 
Iowa  Board  of  Commissioners,  Ladies 
AND  Gentlemen: 

IN  receiving  this  beautiful  building  and 
its  magnificent  exhibits,  at  the  hands 
of  your  President,  for  the  purpose  of 
formally  throwing  it  0].ien  to  the  inspect- 
ion of  the  ])eo])le  of  the  world,  I do  so 
fully  realizing  the  importance  of  the  act 
as  affecting  the  great  state  of  Iowa.  It  is 
by  this  building  and  its  exhibits  that  we 
are  to  be  judged.  So  far  as  tlie  world  is 
concerned,  we  are  now  about  to  unveil 
the  evidences  of  our  material  resources; 
of  our  material  growth  and  prosjierity. 
More  than  this:  "VCe  are  now  about  to  pre- 
sent the  evidence  by  which  our  civilization 
will  be  estimated,  and  measured  by  the 


people  of  the  world.  Thanks  to  the  in- 
telligence, energy,  and  untiring  labor  of 
our  Iowa  Board  of  Commissioners,  the 
evidence  we  are  about  to  submit  will  not 
dishonor  Iowa.  I need  not  enlarge  upon 
what  you  see  before  you.  Iowa  will  be 
justly  proud  of  her  building  and  its  ex- 
hibits. We  have  here  a great  object 
lesson.  An  object  lesson  that  will  im]»ress 
upon  the  minds  of  the  people  of  this 
country  and  all  nations,  that,  beyond  the 
Mississippi  river  exists  a commonwealth 
rich  in  all  the  elements  of  material  great- 
ness, that  that  Commonwealth  is  the 
home  of  two  and  one  half  millions  of  hap- 
py, prosperous  people,  rich  in  tlie  senti- 
ments, attainments  and  culture  that  con- 
stitute the  highest  civilization  of  the  race. 

But  exhibits  at  best  are  but  partial. 
Samples  necessarily  illustrate  but  a few 
important  facts.  To  represent  the  full 
measure  of  Iowa's  greatness  by  these 
exhibits  here,  would  be  paralleled  by  an 
attempt  to  illustrate  a great  piece  of 
masonry  by  a sample  stone.  The  com- 
missioners have  collected  here  sample 


products  of  Iowa  farms,  unexcelled  in 
this  or  any  other  nation;  but  this  does  not 
tell  you  that  Iowa  has  thirty-live  million 
acres  of  land,  as  rich  in  soil  as  was  ever 
fertilized  by  God’s  sunlight  and  rain,  and 
that  eight  million  acres  of  that  land  is 
virgin  soil  untouched  by  the  hand  of 
husbandry. 

It  does  not  tell  you  that  in  1892,  Iowa 
farms  gave  to  the  wealth  of  the  world 
over  four  hundred  million  dollars  in  value. 
It  does  not  tell  you  in  express  language 
at  least,  that  the  Iowa  farmer  is  annually 
adding  to  his  store  of  gains;  annually 
adding  to  the  pleasures  and  comforts  of 
his  home;  annually  surrounding  that 
home  by  all  the  higher  tokens  of  civilized 
life.  Neither  does  it  tell  you  that  seven- 
ty-five million  dollars  of  the  surplus  de- 
posits in  the  nine  hundred  Iowa  banks  are 
there  as  a guarantee  that  the  homes  of 
the  Iowa  farmer  are  not  to  be  destitute. 

The  Commission  has  also  collected  here 
samples  of  the  Educational  work  of  our 
public  schools;  but  these  do  not  tell  you 
that  the  ninety-nine  counties  of  Iowa  are 


decorated  by  fourteen  thousand  school 
buildings,  in  which  twenty-two  thousand 
teachers  are  presiding  over  nearly  six 
hundred  thousand  children.  And  this 
does  not  include  the  vast  army  of  pupils 
under  instruction  at  our  Universities, 
Colleges.  Academies,  Aormal,  Parochial 
and  other  |)rivate  schools. 

Neither  do  these  exhibits  tell  you  that 
Iowa  stands  hrst  among  the  Common- 
wealths and  Nations  of  the  world  in  point 
of  average  intelligence,  •our  per  cent  of 
illiteracy  being  but  a little  more  than  one 
per  cent  of  our  entire  population.  Neither 
do  you  learn  from  these  exhibits  that  any 
five  pupils  of  school  age  anywhere  in  the 
State,  who  may  be  inconveniently  hjcated 
as  to  schools,  by  application  properly 
made,  may  have  a school  building 
erected  and  a teacher  furnished  for  their 
education.  And  yet  our  school  fund  is  in 
excess  of  the  demands  of  this  most  muni- 
ficent system  of  our  State  Government, 
which  expends  more  than  seven  million 
dollars  annually  upon  our  public  schools. 

Our  State  does  not  pretend  to  compete 


with  the  older  states  in  bulk  of  niamifact- 
ured  goods,  and  yet,  we  liave  millions  of 
dollars  profitably  invested  in  the  various 
industries  other  than  husbandry,  which 
employes  in  the  aggregate  over  < ne  hund- 
red and  thii’ty  thousand  lalx)rers  at  an 
average  annual  wage  in  access  of  that  paid 
in  this  or  any  other  country.  Our  mines 
in  1892  yielded  an  out  put  valued  at  over 
ten  million  dollars,  the  valuation  being 
based  upon  one  dollar  and  forty  cents  per 
ton  at  the  mine,  over  eight  million 
of  this  amount  being  paid  direct  to  labor. 
Our  water  power  is  vastly  superior  to  that 
of  many  of  our  great  manufacturing 
states,  and  our  fuel  is  not  only  easy  of 
access  and  cheap,  but  almost  inexhaust- 
ible, while  the  raw  material  for  the  mill, 
the  loom,  the  shop,  and  canning  estab- 
lishment is  abundant  in  every  county,  thus 
oti'ering  conditions  to  the  manufacturer 
that  will  in  evitaldy  make  of  Iowa  a busy 
manufacturing  center  at  no  distant  date. 

Our  transportation  facilities  are  repre- 
sented by  a little  less  than  nine  thousand 
miles  of  railroad,  safely  ballasted  and  ad- 


mirably  equipped  to  meet  the  highest  de- 
mands of  that  kind  of  transportation.  This 
enormous  mileage  is  so  dispursed  over  the 
State  as  to  form  a complete  net  work  of 
lines  touching  every  town  and  village  that 
makes  any  pretense  of  being  a market. 
The  manae:ement  of  this  vast  svstem  is 
under  intelligent -and  honest  control,  giv- 
ing a rate  of  transportation  that  in  the 
main  is  fair  and  just,  and  that  enables 
every  industry  within  the  borders  of  the 
State  to  successfully  compete  with  like 
industries  elsewhere.  This  has  inaugurat- 
ed an  era  of  gooil  feeling  and  good  under- 
standing between  the  people  and  the 
transportation  companies  that  now  prom- 
ises to  be  lasting  and  mutually  beneficial 
to  all  interests. 

It  is  proper  to  say  here,  that  thirty 
thoiisand  of  the  best  paid  laborers  in  our 
State  are  in  the  employ  of  these  railroad 
lines. 

The  great  Mississippi  river  on  our  East 
border,  and  the  Missouri  on  our  M"est,  adds 
greatly  to  our  transportation  facilities  and 
opens  a cheap  roadway  to  the  Atlantic 


ocean,  to  the  value  of  which  each  year 
adds  iiiimistakahle  evidence,  and  which 
roadway  is  accessible  to  every  section  of 
onr  state. 

Iowa  is  located  between  the  fortieth 
and  the  forty  foui'th  degrees  of  ISlorth 
Latitude  and  will  profitably  produce 
all  of  the  products  coninion  to  the 
Temperate  zone.  It  is  the  native  home 
of  all  the  valuable  tame  grasses,  such  as 
Blue  Grass,  Timothy,  and  the  various 
clovers,  whicli  are  universally  produced 
with  great  profit  both  as  hay  and  pasture. 
We  have  the  natural  sc)!!  and  climate  for 
that  great  cereal,  Indian  Corn,  which 
gives  a yield  unexcelled  elsewhere,  and 
responds  to  intelligent  husbandry  with 
w’onderfully  gratifying  profits.  The  same 
is  substantially  true  of  Oats,  Bye,  Barley, 
and  in  the  Borth,  Wheat  and  Flax,  the 
latter  l)eing  enormously  profitable.  But, 

I need  not  go  into  further  details.  Our 
Dairy  interests  employs  more  cows  than 
that  of  any  state  in  the  Union,  save  New 
York;  but  in  the  production  of  cattle  in 
general,  we  excelled  New  York  by  one 


million  head  in  1892,  and  was  excelled  by 
only  one  state,  Texas,  in  point  of  num- 
bers, but  not  in  value,  while  we  excelled 
all  other  States  in  both  number  produced 
and  value  of  product.  We  excelled  in 
1892,  the  combined  cattle  product  of 
Illinois  and  Indiana  as  to  both  numbers 
and  value.  We  also  the  same  year  equal- 
ed in  numbers  and  value,  the  combined 
product  of  Ohio,  Missouri  and  North 
Dakota;  also  the  combined  product  of 
Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Michigan,  New 
Mexico  and  South  Dakota;  also  nearly 
equaled  the  combined  product  of  Kansas 
and  Nebraska. 

During  the  same  year  we  excelled  all 
other  States  in  the  production  of  horses 
save  Illinois,  which  excelled  us  but  by  a 
few  thousand.  We  excelled  the  combined 
product  of  Ohio  and  New  York;  also 
.AI  issouri  and  Minnesota;  also  Nebraska 
North  and  South  Dakota;  also  nearly 
equalled  the  combined  ])roduct  of  Wiscon- 
sin, Michigan  and  Kentucky. 

We  raised  more  swine  in  1892,  than 
any  state  in  the  UTiion,  our  nearest  rival. 


Illinois,  falling  behind  fifteen  million 
head,  while  we  exceeded  the  combined 
product  of  New  York,  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Michigan  and  Minnesota  by  three  million 
head. 

The  same  year  we  produced  more 
Indian  Corn  than  any  state  in  the  union. 
Ninety-seven  million  bushels  more  than 
Indiana;  twenty  million  more  than  Illinois; 
Over  forty  million  more  than  either  Kan- 
sas, Nebraska,  or  Missouri;  and  an  amount 
equal  to  the  combined  prodiict  of  Wiscon- 
sin, Minnesota,  Michigan,  Ohio,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  New  York. 

In  the  production  of  oats  we  are  able 
to  make  as  favorable  a showing  as  in 
corn.  Comparing  with  the  oat  ]>rodr;cing 
states,  in  181)2,  we  find  that  we  produced 
twenty  million  bushels  more  than  Illinois, 
sixty-six  millions  more  than  Indiana, 
forty-one  millions  more  than  Kansas,  fifty- 
two  millions  more  than  Nebraska,  seven- 
ty-one millions  more  than  Missouri,  fifty- 
two  millions  more  than  Minnesota,  forty- 
five  millions  more  than  Wisconsin,  sixty- 
eight  millions  more  than  Michigan,  and 


two  million  more  than  the  combined 
yield  of  New  York  Ohio,  and  Peunsly- 
vania. 

In  the  production  of  barley,  rye,  wheat, 
and  flax,  we  can  make  a comparative 
showing,  that  will  almost  ecpial  the  fore- 
going, while  our  hay  crop  is  comparative- 
ly as  good  as  any 'crop  we  produce.  With 
the  exception  of  a very  few  kinds  adapted 
to  the  latitudes  south  of  us,  our  whole 
line  of  vegetable  products  are  unexcelled 
by  any  state  in  the  union. 

The  comparisons  above  made,  are  with 
states  the  most  closely  rivaling  us  in  the 
products  under  consideration,  many  of 
which  greatly  exceed  us  in  extent  of  terri- 
tory and  number  of  population.  Figures 
are  generally  dry  and  uninspiring,  but  to 
an  Iowan,  these  figures  are  not  only  full 
of  interest,  but  charged  with  eloquence, 
demonstrating  as  they  do,  that  our  thirty- 
five  million  acres  of  land  are  unexcelled, 
for  the  general  purposes  of  agriculture, 
by  any  other  equal  body  of  land  in  the 
world. 

The  vital  statistics  of  1892  give  us 


second  ])lace  as  to  health,  and,  we  have 
less  criminals  per  capita  than  any  other 
state. 

Onr  winter  climate,  we  must  confess, 
is  a little  rigorous,  hut,  being  dry  and 
invigorating,  is  for  that  reason  more 
favorable  to  the  support  of  animal  life  at 
a minimum  expenditure  of  vitalizing  food 
than  the  damper  but  milder  climate 
of  latitudes  soutli,  while  our  Springs, 
Summers,  and  Autumns,  are  unrivaled 
for  ])leasant  temperature  and  healthful- 
ness. 

We  live  also  within  the  zone  of  greatest 
human  activity.  Removed  to  any  con- 
siderable distance,  either  north  or  south, 
life  l)ecomes  less  active  and  vigorous  and 
human  pf)wers,  mental  and  physical, 
suffer  degeneration. 

In  short,  Iowa  loved  and  honored  by 
its  citizens,  is  a commonwealth  in  which 
the  sturdier  virtues  of  manhood  are  de- 
velo])ed  and  in  which  enter]>rise  and 
honest  toil  meet  a full  measure  of  reward. 
It  is  not  a haven  for  the  sluggard,  and 
our  broad  prairies  are  not  congenial 


homes  for  the  criminal  classes. 

Our  people  are  earnestly  attached  to 
republican  institutions  and  are  loyal  sup- 
porters of  law,  and  we  guarantee  to  the  hon- 
est and  industrious  citizen,  who  seeks  a 
home  with  us,  the  rights  and  blessings  of 
a republican  form  of  government,  in  its 
})urest  and  simplest  form,  and  unparallel- 
ed returns  for  thrift,  enterprise  and  toil. 
Only  upon  this  basis,  do  we  invite  citizen- 
ship. Upon  this  basis,  we  know  no 
nation,  no  race,  no  color,  no  condition, 
believing  as  we  do  in  the  eternal  father- 
hood of  God,  and  its  corollary  the 
universal  brotherhood  of  man. 

With  it  all,  we  must  not  forget  that  less 
than  fifty  years  ago  Iowa  that  now  oc- 
cupies such  a proud  position  in  the  gal- 
axy of  states  was  carved  from  a prac- 
tically unknown  country.  We  can 

easily  imagine  that  the  gentle  poet 
may  have  stood  on  the  banks  of  the 
Mississippi  river  at  that  time,  and,  with 
his  ear  bent  to  catch  the  faint  rumbling 
of  the  oncoming  tide  of  immigration,  was 
inspired  to  write; 


“I  hear  the  tread  of  pioneers  of  Nations  yet  to  be, 
The  first  low  plasli  of  waves  that  soon  shall  roll 
a human  sea. 

We  have  heard  the  tread  of  pioneers; 
the  first  low  })lash  of  waves,  and  we  have 
seen  it  roll  a humati  sea  of  immigration 
till  the  very  miracle  of  transformation 
has  been  wrought  before  our  eyes. 
During  this  transformation  period,  we 
have  been  a practical,  busy  people.  Five 
hundred  thousand  homes  have  been  carved 
from  the  wild  prairies  and  nearly  fifteen 
hundred  cities  and  towns  have  been  built 
of  the  raw  material  of  the  wilderness. 
Very  little  time  has  been  spared  for  aught 
save  empire  biulding,  and  yet,  we  have 
built  up  an  Iowa  literature  ( f which 
we  may  well  be  proud,  and  art  and 
music,  with  their  softening  charms,  have 
s])read  a halo  over  our  home  life  and 
character  that  brings  out  into  overshadow- 
ing distinctness,  the  gentler  and  more 
refined  attributes  of  the  world’s  best 
civilization.  Much  of  this  has  already 
found  expression  in  some  of  the  highest 
works  of  art,  many  of  which  are  to  be 


seen  in  our  collection  here  to  day.  And 
who  that  have  heard  the  thrilling  strains 
from  onr  State  band  can  doubt  that  music 
has  found  a permanent  lodgment  in  our 
midst. 

And  now,  for  the  Board  of  Commission- 
ers, permit  me  to  say  that  this  beautiful 
structure  by  the  lake  was  built  as  a haven 
for  Iowa  ])eople  visiting  this,  the  greatest 
of  International  Expositions.  Here  is 
your  Chicago  home.  Here  you  will  find 
Amur  home  literature.  Here  you  will 
meet  a hearty  welccune  from  the  Board. 
Here  also  you  will  meet  your  Iowa  friends. 
This  is  to  be  the  social  and  intellectual 
center  of  loAva  in  Chicago,  for  the  next 
six  months.  It  is  yours,  come  and  possess 
it. 

And  now,  Hr.  President  and  members 
of  this  Commission,  in  the  name  of  the 
people  of  Iowa  whom  by  your  courtesy  I 
temporarily  represent  to-day,  permit  me  to 
thank  you  for  the  zeal,  enterprise  and 
labor  which  you  have  so  wisely  expended 
in  the  interests  of  our  beloved  state.  I 
know  that  eAmry  Iowa  citizen  will  be 


})rou(l  of  this  the  completed  product  of 
jour  toil  and  diligence,  and  will  be  grate- 
ful for  your  distinguished  services.  Labor- 
ing as  you  have  under  the  embarrassment 
of  an  inadequate  appro})riation,  with  con- 
suniate  skill  and  loyal  patriotism  you  have 
marshaled  here  every  farthing  of  that  ap- 
propriation into  substantial  form,  endow- 
ing it  with  greater  eloquence  than  the 
tongue  of  oratory,  where  during  the  next 
six  months  it  will  tell  to  the  people  of  all 
nations  the  simj)le  story  of  Iowa’s  great- 
ness. In  honoring  Iowa,  you  have  honor- 
ed our  common  country,  retlected  credit 
upon  the  American  name  and  added  new 
luster  to  the  stars  and  stripes,  the  honor- 
ed and  revered  emblem  of  the  World’s 
greatest  Kepublic. 

And  now,  gentlemen,  thanking  you  for 
the  distinguished  privilege  I have  enjoyed 
at  your  hands  to-day,  at  your  request  and 
in  the  name  of  the  people  of  the  State  of 
Iowa,  I declare  this  building  and  its 
exhibits  formally  opened  as  Iowa’s  con- 
tribution to  the  International  Exposition 
of  1893. 


IOWA  BUILDING. 


